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Abstract

On January 20, 2018, Turkey launched Operation "Olive Branch" and on
October 9, 2019, Operation "Spring of Peace" in northern Syria, violating
its territorial integrity and military entry into the country. Also, these
attacks continue in a scattered manner. According to Turkish officials, the
operation was carried out to eliminate the terror of terrorism and self-
defense, given that the use of force in international relations today is
prohibited by international law and the UN Charter. This article examines
the legitimacy of the use of force by Turkey and examines the behavior,
goals and feedback resulting from its actions by citing the principles and
rules of International law as well as some international jurisprudence,
determines that Turkish government has violated the important principle of
the prohibition of the use of force which is explicitly stated in paragraph 4
of Article 2 of the Charter, and the reasons given by the authorities of that
government, including the fight against terrorism and legitimate defense,
cannot justify a violation of this fundamental rule.
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1. Olive Branch Operation.
2. Peace Spring Operation.
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2. Michael Wood, “International Law and the Use of Force: What Happens in
Practice?”, Indian Journal of International Law, Vol. 53, (2013), pp. 342-364.
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1. Djezirah, Kobane and Afrin.
2. Support for the Refugees and Displaced People in Kurdistan available at https://
www. institutkurde. org/en/info/kurdish-diaspora-1232550988.
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1. https:// Gozde Bayar, Turkey hails 'historic' Syria deal with Russia available at
www. aa. com. tr/ en/turkey/turkey-hails-historic-syria-deal-with-russia/1623101
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2. Michael M. Gunter, “Reopening Turkey’s Closed Kurdish Opening”, Middle
East Policy, Vol. 20 (Summer 2013), pp. 88-98

3. Turkey- Seeks- Cut-Off- Afrin available at https:// sputniknews. com/
middleeast/ 201707131055506736.

4. Safe Area.
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1. UN Open to Turkish Plan for Northern Syria As 300,000 Kurds Forced Out
available at https:// www. jpost. com/ Middle-East/UN-open-to-Turkish-plan-for-
northern-Syria-as-300000-Kurds-forced-out-606630.

2. UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres.

3. De-Escalation of Turkish Military Operation in Northern Syria ‘Absolutely
Essential” available at https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/10/1049021.

4. Displacement and Despair: the Turkish Invasion of Northeast Syria Available at
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/displacement-and-despair-turkish-
invasion-northeast-syria.
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1. Bashar Jafari. available at https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/sc13994.doc.htm.
Turkey’s Military Operation Has Displaced Thousands of Civilians, Worsened
Syria’s Dire Humanitarian Crisis, Top Official Warns Security Council

2. Turkey Has Started a New Round of Aggression Against the Territorial Integrity
of his Country, Leading to the Occupation of Territory, Deaths of Hundreds,
Displacement of Hundreds of Thousands and Great Destruction. available at
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/s¢13994.doc.htm. Turkey’s Military Operation
Has Displaced Thousands of Civilians, Worsened Syria’s Dire Humanitarian
Crisis, Top Official Warns Security Council
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1. Tarcisio Gazzini, Nicholas Tsagourias, The Use of Force in International Law
(Oxford: First Published, Ashgate, 2012; Reviewed Copy, Routledge, 2016).
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