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An Introduction to the Regulation of Human
Biobanks by Looking at the Legal System of Iran

Abstract

In recent years, biomedicine has made great strides, leading to the
creation of biobanks as storage facilities for individual samples used
in biological research to identify genetic diseases and develop
appropriate treatments. However, a key issue in public law is how
governments tackle the challenges posed by biobanks and establish
necessary regulatory frameworks. Various legal systems have
different models of biobank governance, with some passing relevant
laws and others adopting self-regulation alongside government
regulations. As biobanks continue to expand, a new form of
governance is emerging, with biobanks influencing political actions.
This article uses the analytical descriptive method and a comparative
study to examine how Iran's legal system regulates biobanks and the
challenges it faces, such as the lack of a comprehensive act and the
multiplicity of regulatory norms and bodies. These characteristics
have impacted transparency, efficiency, accountability, and the
establishment of definite mechanisms for sample collection, sample
access, and data protection.
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2 Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA)
3 RiboNucleic Acid (RNA)
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4 Genetic Databases

SJane kaye, “Selected Legislation and Jurisprudence OECD Guidelines on Human
Biobanks and Genetic Research Databases”, European Journal of Health Law,
No.17(2), (2010), p.195

¢ Center of Biological Resources
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2 Disease-Oriented Biobanks
3 Population-Based Biobanks

4 The Public Population Project in Genomics (P3G)

5 Case-Control Biobanks
6 Tissue Banks

7 Biobanking within the Context of Clinical Trials
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enskar_sidur/Biobanks-Act-as-amended-2015.pdf. Accessed (2023-01-10)

2Law (2002:297) On Biobanks In Health Care, Available at: https://www.global-
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biobanks-in-health-care%252c-etc.html. Accessed (2023-01-17)
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Centre, University of Tartu”, Int J Epidemiol, No. 44(4), (2015), p. 1140
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